Membership Information

$20 Individual  $30 Family
$40 Friend « $50 - Business/Professional
$100 Sponsor « $200 Benefactor « $500 Patron

Membership includes free admission to the museum
and 10 percent discounts at the Gift Shop. A
newsletter is sent to members quarterly. Members are
invited to attend the Annual Meeting held in July.

Name:

Mailing Address:
City, State, Zip:
Email Address:
Phone:

Membership Category:

Donations and Memorials:

Please make checks payable to MLAHS and send to
MLAHS, P.O. Box 235, Moose Lake, Mn 55767

Thank you for your continued support!

Ford Dealership on Elm, currently Joe Jitters Coffeeshop

Books and Publications available:

Moose Lake Area History: Vol. 1,
Dave Anderson

Moose Lake Area History: Vol. 2
Compiled by Centennial Committee,
Ethel Herman, Coordinator

Kettle River, Automba, Kalevala, and
Surrounding Area History
Includes stories of the 1918 fires, Edwin Manni

The Fires of Autumn: The Cloquet-Moose Lake
Disaster of 1918
Francis Carroll and Franklin Raiter

Fury of the Flames
A Pictorial

Automba: A Study of a Finnish
Timber Boomtown
Dan Reed

FIREBEAST The Fires of 1918
Carol Illikainen Lambert

Newspaper Headlines, 1918 Fires Stories
Includes stories, photos, victim list and excerpts on
rebuilding/reconstruction of the area. Compiled by

MLAHS for the 85th Anniversary of the fires.

Kettle River, MN “Co-op Town U.S.A.”
A Look at the Past 100 Years
Betty Lehet

Fire Storm, The Great Fires of 1918
Carlton County Historical Society,
Christine Skalko and Marlene Wisuri
Please contact us for cost and availability.
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Moose Lake Depot and
Fires of 1918 Museum

U

900 Folz Boulevard, Moose Lake
(On Highway 27/73, 3/10 mile
west of stoplights)

Opens Memorial Day Weekend
Closed after Labor Day
Seasonal Hours:

Tuesday - Saturday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Sundays 12 p.m. - 4 p.m.
(Closed Mondays)

General admission: $5.00
Seniors: $4.50
Children under 12: $2.50
Children Under 5: Free
MLAHS Members Free

Arrowhead Lane, post fire recovery

Moose Lake Area Historical Society
P.O. Box 235, Moose Lake, MN 55767
(218) 485-4234
www.mooselakeareahistory.com
Email: mlareahistory@gmail.com



Fires of 1918

On October 12, 1918, many small fires in
northeastern Minnesota converged to produce a
massive firestorm, sweeping through an area from
Sturgeon Lake to the northern fringes of Duluth. In
its path were the communities of Lawler, Automba,
Kettle River, Moose Lake, and Cloquet.

Hot, dry weather had prevailed for months. On
this October day, extremely high winds fanned many
small fires, some of which had been set by sparks
from trains. The result of the massive inferno remains
one of the largest natural disaster in Minnesota and
the nation.

The area affected involved five northeastern
Minnesota counties. The fire destroyed 250,000
acres of forest land. 52,000 people were displaced
or injured and at least 450 people were killed in
the blaze. Property damage was valued at over $73
million.

The Moose Lake-Kettle River area was the center
of the death and destruction of the 453 persons
killed, over one-half of them perished within 10 miles
of Kettle River. Moose Lake became the headquarters
for the relief effort which
followed.

A 27-foot granite monument to
the 1918 Fire is located north s
of Moose Lake on County Road =548
61, on the site of a mass grave. | S
Another fire memorial plaque is
located in Kettle River. i

Top: Survivors of th

Moose Lake Depot and
Fires of 1918 Museum

The Moose Lake Area Historical Society operates the Moose
Lake Depot Museum housed in the Soo Line Railroad Depot,
- built in 1907 and listed on the National Register of Historic
Places. This was one of the few structures to survive the Fires of 1918. It features exhibits on the Fires of 1918,
along with local area history, train and railroad artifacts and a new exhibit of model trains. You will also find a
Gift Shop full of unique mementos and antiques.

The Soo Line Event Center houses the Fires of 1918 Museum, filled with
more history on the area including a multi-walled mural depicting scenes from
the Fires of 1918. You will find an extensive collection of Nemadji Pottery,
which is a nationally know style of pottery original to the area. This museum
includes a changing display of local history including the 1918 Fires, railroads,
logging and general life in earlier times.

The Red Cross House, (located across the Willard Munger State Trail) depicts life in the early 20th century.
The Red Cross provided building materials for Red Cross pg g
houses for the fire recovery effort. See what life was like
in earlier times.

The DNR Fire Tower exhibit features a
decommissioned fire tower from the area. It includes the
original equipment needed to spot and locate area forest
fires.

An Archive of local history is located at the Fires of
1918 Museum. Information includes a large collection :
of photographs, video, cemetery records, and family and = T #F0 o
local history files. Detailed research can be requested. House

Moose Lake Area Historical Society

The mission of the Moose Lake Area
Historical Society is to collect, preserve and
promote the history of Moose Lake and the
surrounding areas.

Established in 1969, the Moose Lake Area
Historical Society has evolved to become a
leader and contributor to events and activities
of the community. Members have obtained,
set up and maintained the surrounding historic
structures.

The society sponsors a variety of events,
\all open to the public. The society depends on

volunteers, donations and fundraising to keep
this vital museum open. Please support our
local history with your museum admission,
time and/or monetary donations.

SOO LINE EVENT CENTER

The rental banquet hall is available for
reunions, weddings, birthday parties, showers,
meetings and seminars. Seating is available for
up to 120 guests. Tableware and linens also
available. Screen and projector available for
programs. Call 218-485-4234 for information.
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